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Straight Line
River
Watershed

Myanmar 
2,401 km.

Laos 
1,810 km.

Cambodia 
798 km.

Malaysia
662 km.

Thailand

5671 kilometres land boundary



SIAM = THAILAND



I Boundaries delimited
A. By virtue of treaties and related documents



Siam between British India and French Indo‐China
Circa 1893‐1904 Circa 1907



Siam – France
1893,1904,1907,1926

Siam – Britain
1868,1883,1894,1909,1934

Succession of States

Laos

Cambodia

Malaysia
Myanmar (Burma)

Joint Survey and Demarcation

9 Treaties

Delimitation



What do we have as basis?

•Treaties and related documents 
(annexes, additional protocols, procès‐verbaux, agreed‐
minutes etc.)

•Maps
•Boundary pillars/markers (?)�(Malaysia 72, 
Cambodia 73, Burma 70 + 492 pairs)

•Other documents 
(correspondences, notes, declarations etc.)



Treaties
Siam – France

1893,1904,1907,1926

Siam – Britain
1868,1883,1894,

1909,1934



Agreed‐minutes/Procès‐verbaux of the delimitation commissions 
at the beginning of XIXe



Map
Ex: 1:200,000
Difficulties on transposition



Map
Ex: 1:200,000

Map is not the last answer in 
some cases.



3‐sheet maps 
scale 1 inch to 4 miles 

(1:253,440)

Map



Map

scale 1 inch to 8 miles
‐ Difficulties in transposing the line onto a 

modern map
‐ Boundary “markers” (marks on trees) 

cannot be found nowadays



I Boundaries delimited
�� A. By virtue of treaties and related documents
���� B. Boundaries partially demarcated



Procès‐verbaux d’abornement



Tabular statement�Difficulties on transposition



Boundary Pillars



Correspondences/reports (even unilateral)



Interesting facts: part of the boundaries that 
have old boundary pillars/markers

• Thailand‐Cambodia�603 km of 798 km (73 pillars)
• Thailand‐Laos 0 km of 1810 km
• Thailand‐Malaysia 556 km of 662 km (72 pillars)
• Thailand‐Myanmar 1056 km (49 old boundary pillars/practically 
unfound) + 59 km of 2401 km

1218 km of 5671 km (21.5%) of land boundaries have been demarcated 
with boundary pillars/markers. 



Part II Boundaries yet to be demarcated

Cr: photos from internet for academic use only. No copyright infringement is intended. 



I Boundaries delimited
�� A. By virtue of treaties and related documents
���� B. Boundary partially demarcated

II Boundaries yet to be surveyed and demarcated
A.�Case studies on Thailand’s survey and demarcation



Thailand‐Malaysia

Cr: US Department 
of State



Success stories?
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‐ 16 areas of survey
‐ 11,452 boundary pillars erected



Survey, build and restore 11,452 pillars (552 kilometres/343 miles). Intervisibility?







CR: Yala
Rajaphat
University 









River boundaries with Malaysia

Thailand

Malaysia



Golok river

Cr: photos from internet for academic use only. No copyright infringement intended. 



BPs in the River
Fixed boundary?

1,550 pairs



Malaysian copy



Thailand‐Laos

Cr: Encyclopaedia Britannica



Agreement 1996



Construction of new 211 BPs with Laos



Type B boundary pillar



BP 2‐16 (Thailand‐Laos) in the Province of 
Phayao



Restoration of BPs to 
commemorate
70 years of diplomatic 
relations 

A

B C



Inspection of the Thailand‐Laos border on the 
Mekong

On board a Royal Thai Navy’s patrol boat in Chiang Rai province.



Tracé de la Frontière Franco‐
Siamoise du Mékong 1:25,000



River islands issues



Mekong and sand silting



Mekong and sand silting



Sand dredging Instructions on sand 
dredging between 
Thailand and Laos 
Example:
‐ Prohibited within 

1000 metres from the 
bridge, 500 metres
from important 
buildings, religious 
buildings and ancient 
ruins and houses

‐ Minimum distance 
from islets 



Chiang Rai

Meeting with local 
residents



Thailand‐Myanmar (Burma)

Cr: US Department of State



��



Mae Sai – Nam Ruak fixed boundary 
59 km/36.6 miles



492 pairs of boundary reference pillars



Fixed Boundary
A lesson learned.
‐ changes of the river course
‐ damages of the boundary reference 
pillars due to the natural changes of the 
rivercourse
‐ additional BRP needed

หลักเขต
แดน  



Adverse effect of the fixed boundary

Myanmar Thailand
Myanmar Thailand



Discrepancy between the fixed boundary and 
actual river course



Cr: Prachachat Newspaper. No copyright infringement is intended.



Golden Triangle: 
tri‐junction point Thailand‐Myanmar‐Laos

Cr: Where’s next. No copyright infringement intended.



Embankment/revetment
Thailand‐
Myanmar 
Technical 
guidelines



Technical guidelines for the construction of Revetments along 
the bank of the Thaungyin/Moei and Pak Chan/Kra Buri Rivers



Uncontrolled constructions



Law enforcement issue: easy settlement, 
difficult relocation



Thailand‐Cambodia

Cr: US Department of State



MOU 2000 and TOR 2003



Obstacle: UXO, mines, booby traps from the 
old days



Fact Finding Mission : Emplacement of 73 old BPs



Fact Finding Mission



Siam‐French Indochina Boundary Pillar No. 1



Restoration of old BPs



Temporary Markers for technical use in case of 
disagreement on location of the missing old 
boundary pillars



I Boundaries delimited
�� A. By virtue of treaties and related documents
���� B. Boundary partially demarcated

II Boundaries yet to be demarcated
A.�Case studies on Thailand’s survey and demarcation
B. Organisational aspects 



Organisational aspect

MFA, Bangkok



How we organize ourselves? 

National Committee on 
Border Issues

Joint Boundary Commission

Joint Technical 
Sub‐Commission

Operational Group

Survey Team

Office of the National Security 
Council, Office of the Prime Minister

Department of Treaties and 
Legal Affairs, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Royal Survey Department, 
Royal Thai Armed Forces, 

Ministry of Defense

*all commissions/committees are ad hoc.



Example of a composition of
a Joint Boundary Committee
(Thailand‐Cambodia JBC)



Division of works within a 
Commission/Committee

MFA Royal Survey 
Department

Office of the 
National 

Security Council
Armed forces Ministry of 

Interior Other agencies

‐ Secretariat of the 
Commission/
Committtee

‐ Conclusion of 
treaties

‐ Legal advice
‐ International

contact point/ 
Diplomatic
channels 

‐ Budget
‐ Report to the 

government 
cabinet and the 
Parliament

‐ Joint Survey and 
demarcation in 
the terrain

‐ Technical works
‐ Establish Joint 

Technical Sub‐
Commission/Co‐
Project 
Director/Operatio
nal Group/Joint 
Survey Team

‐ Policy 
recommendation  
on the national 
security 

‐ Clearing ‐house

‐ Security and 
K‐9 mines unit

‐ Royal Thai 
Army 

‐ Royal Thai 
Marine�

‐ Contact point 
for residents of 
in the border 
areas

‐ Coordinate 
with the 
provinces

‐ Naval 
Hydrographic 
Department

‐ Border Police 
Control

‐ Political 
department,
MFA

‐ Ambassadors 
in the 
neighbouring
countries

‐ Political 
departments, 
MFA

Joint Boundary Committee



Survey Team

Thailand‐Laos Joint Survey Team



Whom we work with?
- Local residents/domestic public
- Archivists from the National 

Archives
- Boundary researchers (both in 

house and academics)
- Academics
- Legal advisers
- Geographers
- Mapping agencies
- Politicians (member of the 

parliaments)
- Group of interests
- Civil society
- Press/media/influencers



Engagement with authorities in the field and locals 
: public information campaign



Engagement with 
locals :
terrain inspection



Public information campaigns in the border areas



International Symposium, 2006



Epilogue: 
‐ Pending boundary survey demarcation should not be 

detrimental to the development of the border area
‐ Development of the border area should not be 

detrimental to the boundary survey and demarcation



Development of the border area

�!!� �!�!



�!�!

Development aid to neighbouring countries

2006



Closer to the neighbours



What can we do in the meantime? 

Joint Detail 
Survey

No Construction 
Zone



Joint Detail Survey



No Construction Zone
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Thank you.


